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On April 2, during a seminar at the Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana (UAM), Deputy Planning
Secretary and coordinator of the National Solidarity Program (PRONASOL), Carlos Tello Macias,
said that despite the recent debt reduction agreement, Mexico will continue to export financial
resources equivalent to 2.5%-3% of GDP every year. Regarding the government's policies promoting
greater openness to the world market, Tello said that changes brought about the economic crisis
have "disarticulated" the national industrial sector. He added, "In this area, we are more dependent
on the exterior than before." The official pointed out that government efforts to promote domestic
production of machinery, tools and capital goods were interrupted to a varying extent by the
economic crisis of the 1980s. Next, Tello emphasized that agricultural production and productivity
have plummeted. Official statistics, he said, clearly demonstrate "the magnitude of the disaster."
In the 1960s, Mexico imported about one million tons of basic grains, compared to a high point of
15 million tons in the 1970s, and 65 million tons toward the end of the 1980s. For 1990 alone, the
Agriculture Secretariat estimates Mexico will require 11 million tons of basic foodstuff imports.
Tello noted that living conditions in the Mexican countryside continue to deteriorate. Per capita
consumption of rice, corn, meat and milk is also on the decline. (Basic data from Notimex, 04/03/90)
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